
 
 

Order of Service 
January 24, 2021 

3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
We are so glad you are able to join us in worship this morning – or whenever you 

are able to join us online. We invite you to become part of our community by 
visiting our web page and signing up to be part of our email list, visiting our 

Facebook page, or joining our Zoom Bible Study and other events. Even as we 
worship in new ways, we know that God is present in all times and places and 

hears the praise when we lift up our hearts.  God’s peace be with you. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

GATHERING 
Gathering Music 
 

Welcome and Announcements 

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 62) 

For God alone my soul waits in silence, 
for my hope is from God. 
God alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be 
shaken. On God rests my deliverance and my honor; 
my mighty rock, my refuge is in God. 
Trust in God at all times, O people; 
God is a refuge for us. 
God alone is my rock and my salvation: 
I will lift up my voice in praise. 

 

Prelude 

Invocation 
Holy One, some days it seems as if we have been in a wilderness 
where we have suffered hunger and thirst for your presence.  But 
we are people of hope that comes from the assurance that even in 
our loneliest times, our darkest hours, our disappointments, our 
petty peeves, our angry disagreements, you are with us. And we 

gather in your name to lift up our hearts together to you, the 
source of our hope and salvation from all that seems threatening. 
Holy One, pour out your Spirit upon us that we may hear your 
Word and respond faithfully to it. Tell us what we need to hear 
and show us what we need to do to follow Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Call to Confession 

When Jesus emerged from 40 days of temptation in the 
wilderness, he called for us to repent and believe the good news of 
the gospel — to turn away from our sin and temptations to sin, in 
order to see and live into all that God wills for us and for our 
world. Let us confess our sin together. 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 
Merciful God, you have called to participate in your reconciling, 
justice-seeking work in a broken world plagued not only a 
pandemic, but by divisions of race, class, and politics. Yet we 
acknowledge that we have fallen short of that calling to be your 
body in the world. When we are honest, we admit that we are 
inclined to hate our enemies rather than to love them as you love 
them, or to pray for them as you have commanded. We quickly 
call out the sins of others, but fail to acknowledge our own. We 
seek accountability for others, but not for ourselves. We confess 
these sins, O God. Help us to hear your call to repent, to turn our 
lives to your purposes and to believe in the good news you bring 
to the whole world. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon   
God’s mercy abounds, forgiving us, restoring us and setting us on 
right paths of justice and peace. Through Christ, we are 
empowered to live into God’s kingdom, to see that it is truly at 
hand. Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: In Jesus Christ 
we are forgiven and set on the path of righteousness.  Thanks be 
to God! 

 



 
 

Song of Thanksgiving  I Am A Child of God 
I am a child of God, I am a glimpse of God’s new creation. 

I am a child of God, I am a child of God. 

 
THE WORD 

Scripture   Mark 1:14-20       
Sermon      Rev. Karen Russell 
 

Song of Reflection                     O Jesus, I Have Promised 
Savior, like a shepherd lead us, Much we need Thy tender care; In Thy 

pleasant pastures feed us, For our use Thy folds prepare: Blessed Jesus, 
blessed Jesus,  

Thou hast brought us, Thine we are; Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,  
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are. 

 

Early let us seek Thy favor; Early let us do Thy will; Blessed Lord and only 
Savior, with Thy love our bosoms fill: Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou 

hast loved us, love us still; Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast loved us, 
love us still.  

  

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

Affirmation of faith (from a Brief Statement of Faith) 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. 
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, 
teaching by word and deed and blessing children, 
healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, 
eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, 
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, 
Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain 
and giving his life for the sins of the world. 

God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, 
breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life 
eternal. 

Call for the Offering  
God is the giver of life and source of all that is good. We 
acknowledge the abundance of gifts that have been showered 
upon us, and now return a portion of them in the hope that they 
might serve Christ’s purposes in our community and in our world. 
 
When you give back to God through this congregation, you help 
support ministries in our community, including programs at our 
schools. When you give back to God through this congregation, 
your gifts, whether they be time, energy, or money, are multiplied 
and can become so much more than simple addition can explain.  
As a community of faith, because of your support in every way, we 
are able to bear witness to the hope that comes only from God, 
and spread the light and life of the Good News of the Gospel.  

 
How to Give:  you can go directly to our website and use our online 
giving platform to set up a one-time or recurring gift; you can mail your 
offering directly to the church (POB 132, Palestine IL  62451), or you can 
drop your tithes and offerings at the church office, Mon – Thurs, 10 am – 
2 pm. 
 

Song of Dedication  Lord of All Good 
Lord of all good, our gifts we bring to You; Use them Your holy purpose to 

fulfill; Tokens of love and pledges brought anew, That our whole life is 
offered to Your will. 

 

We give our minds to understand Your ways, Hands, eyes, and voice to 
serve Your great design, Heart with the flame of Your own love ablaze, 

 till for Your glory all our powers combine. 



 
 

Prayer of Dedication  
Gracious God, we offer our gifts to you that may they be sanctified 
and dedicated to the work of your kingdom in our church, our 
nation and our world. Receive these gifts as a sign of our 
commitment to follow Jesus as his disciples, to walk the path he 
set before us. It is in his name we pray: Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (debts & debtors)  
Holy One, for some, this week has been a week of welcome 
change.  For others, it has been a week filled with disappointment 
or fear.  We live in a world where perspective can change our view 
of the world, yet we also live in a world we proclaim belongs to 
you alone.  As we lift up our hearts together to pray for ourselves, 
our loved ones, and the world, hear us from where we are, as we 
are. 
 
Holy God, your children cry out:  hear our prayer. 
Holy One, people all over the world live in fear of violence:  from 
their own government, from enemies, some even from their own 
family.  Help us to see the potential for violence and become 
peacemakers where we are, for you have promised that 
peacemakers will be called Children of God. 
 
Holy God, your children cry out:  hear our prayer. 
 

Holy One, all around us there seems to be so much to fear, and so 
we become suspicious of everyone.  We fear those with whom we 
disagree, with those we do not know, with those that live 
differently, with those that worship differently.  Help us to 
remember that your words to your people are “fear not,” for you 
have promised that you will never leave nor forsake us. 
 
Holy God, your children cry out:  hear our prayer. 
 

Holy One, even your church seems divided.  We claim our spots in 
the church and find names for ourselves to be set apart from those 

we call “others.”  We forget that you have called us to be one, as 
you are one.  Help us to remember that as Christians, we will be 
known by our love, and you have promised to love us regardless of 
worth or merit. 
 
Holy God, your children cry out:  hear our prayer. 
 

Holy One, there is so much sickness, and death, and anxiety, and 
pain, and sorrow around us.  Those we love, those we care about, 
even those that we don’t know well – all of these weigh on our 
hearts.  Help us to remember that you are the Great Physician, 
with healing in your touch, for you have promised that your Spirit 
will be a comfort in all times and places. 
 
Holy God, your children cry out:  hear our prayer. 
 

Holy One, be with us, your children, to be the light of the world.  
We ask these things in the name of Jesus, the Beloved, Lord of all, 
who taught us to pray together… 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing and Charge 

Friends, as you go from here, take with you the good news 
that the kingdom of God has drawn near. 
Believe that good news and live into it. 
And by the power of God’s Spirit at work within us, 
Stand in solidarity with those who suffer, 
Comfort all who grieve, 



 
 

And let everything we do and say be in love,  
For it is love that everything is perfected.  
So – see one another, hear one another, bless one another.  
Above all, love one another as God first loved us. 
It’s that simple…. And it’s that hard.  Amen. 
 

Postlude 
 

© Presbyterian Outlook, 2021. 
Liturgy adapted from liturgy written by Roger Gench 

and provided for free distribution. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

THANK YOU to all those who help lead worship, and make our on-line 
worship possible:  Linda Ryan-Catt, David Fulling, Meredith Gentry, 
MaryAnn Catt, Mark Catt, and Charlie Catt.  And thank YOU for joining 

us. 
  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• Morning Prayer each Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 10 am, Facebook Live. 

• February 12 at 10:30 am – Friday Morning Bible Study continues. 

• February 17 – Ash Wednesday 
 

Get the latest information on worship services, church activities, 
prayer requests, etc. by signing up to be on our e mail list.  Go to our 
website, www.firstprespalestine.com and scroll to the bottom to fill 
out the subscription form.  Or e mail the church office and we will 
add you to the list. 

 
First Presbyterian Church 

POB 132, 106 W. Market St. 
Palestine, IL  62451 

618-586-5321 
1stpresby.palestine@gmail.com 

Online giving links 
www.firstprespalestine.com and on the giving app 

Online giving lets you make supporting First 
Presbyterian Church simple.  You can set up a one-

time gift, or a weekly/monthly offering.   
 

http://www.firstprespalestine.com/
http://www.firstprespalestine.com/

