
 
 

Order of Service 
April 18, 2021 

3rd Sunday of Easter 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

We are so glad you are able to join us in worship this morning – or whenever you 
are able to join us online. We invite you to become part of our community by 
visiting our web page and signing up to be part of our email list, visiting our 

Facebook page, or joining our Zoom Bible Study and other events. Even as we 
worship in new ways, we know that God is present in all times and places and 

hears the praise when we lift up our hearts.  God’s peace be with you. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

GATHERING 
Gathering Music 
 

Welcome and Announcements 

Call to Worship (from Psalm 4) 

God is gracious: 
God hears us when we are in distress. 
The Lord has set the faithful apart for God’s purpose: 
We put our trust in the Lord. 
When we need to see good in this world, 
The light of God’s face shines upon us. 
The Lord puts gladness in our hearts. 
Let us lift up our hearts in praise to God. 
 

Prelude 

Invocation 
Almighty God, your power makes the lame walk  
and the dead rise to new life.  
We give you thanks for the love poured into our world 
through Christ Jesus,  
who opened our minds to understand what you have made,  
whose appearance among his followers brings peace,  

and who creates faith through touch and taste.  
Show us Jesus, even now, 
through the mystery of your threefold presence,  
one God, abiding now and forever.  
As we are gathered here, we ask that, by your Spirit,  
You would reveal your radical, surprising love; 
come to us through your holy word,  
and let us hear what you are saying. Amen. 

Call to Confession 

The One that created us, knows us. 
The One who loves us, loves us still. 
The One who calls us to repent, hears us.  
In trust that our Creator knows us through and through, 
let us open our hearts to the healing of God’s forgiveness. 

Prayer of Confession  

Declaration of forgiveness 
In the name of God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your plea for absolution has been heard.  
God’s promises are sure: your sins are forgiven. 
Hear the good news of the gospel:  In Christ, through Christ – we 
are indeed forgiven! Thanks be to God! 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving/Dedication 

Lord God, we offer to you only a portion  
of what you have given us.  
All that we have is from your creative hand.  
All that we can give away we do through Jesus’ love.  
All our renewal comes from the Holy Spirit’s wisdom.  
Deal graciously with these gifts so that others may have joy;  
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
Song of Thanksgiving  We are Forgiven 

 
 
 

 
THE WORD 

Scripture   Second Reading 1 John 3:1-7 

   Gospel Luke 24:36b-48 

 

Sermon      Rev. Karen Russell 

Song of Reflection       Great is Thy Faithfulness    # 276, v. 1, 2,3 

 
 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

Call for the Offering  
All that we have is a gift from God.  God asks that we return a 
portion of what we have to be used to further God’s kingdom.  
We have time, we have creativity, we have energy, we have 
money – and God needs all these things to bring the good news 
into the world.  God asks us to see how we fit into the work of 
Christ’s body on earth – the Church – and to give with grateful 
hearts to the mission of sharing Christ’s light and love. 
As Jesus gave himself fully for us  
and then appeared to the disciples bringing peace,  
so let us now bring wholeness and healing to others  
through our tithes and gifts. 

 

How to Give:  you can go directly to our website and use our online 
giving platform to set up a one-time or recurring gift; you can mail your 
offering directly to the church (POB 132, Palestine IL  62451), or you can 
drop your tithes and offerings at the church office, Mon – Thurs, 10 am – 
2 pm. 



 
 

Song of Dedication Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

Prayer of Dedication  
Lord God, we offer to you only a portion  
of what you have given us.  
All that we have is from your creative hand.  
All that we can give away we do through Jesus’ love.  
All our renewal comes from the Holy Spirit’s wisdom.  
Deal graciously with these gifts so that others may have joy;  
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (debts & debtors)  
God has made the One who was rejected  
the cornerstone of a new community.  
In the name of Christ Jesus,  
let us pray for the needs of the world as we say: 
 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 

Holy One,  
as the risen Christ opened the minds of the disciples  
to understand the Scriptures  
and gave them power through the Holy Spirit  
to walk boldly in this world,  
open your people today to the healing, wisdom, and faith  
given in your Word; 
 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 

Prince of Peace,  
as Christ Jesus showed his wounded hands and feet  
to the terrified apostles,  
reveal to your church, and to people of prayer in every faith,  
the wounds of our neighbors, the fears of individuals and families,  
and the avenues toward healing;  
 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 

Author of life,  
we beg for peace among nations,  
peace throughout communities,  
peace within families.  
Guide leaders and voters,  
legislatures and parliaments,  
judges and juries.  
Teach diplomacy and compassion and let our ways be formed  
so that all creatures, plants, and people may have plenty;  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  



 
 

 
Light in our darkness,  
let your brightness burn in places shrouded in violence and fear.  
Reveal the pains that are hidden in secret.  
Unveil the needs of our own hearts  
so that we may know the power of vulnerability.  
Your Son was raised to life even from the grave. 
Show us again that life comes from death;  
 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 

Healer of our every ill,  
we pray for all who are in need,  
for refugees of war and all who are displaced by storms,  
for rescue workers and medical teams,  
for those whose bones are weary,  
for those who show us the power of community  
to give hope to the frightened.  
We especially pray for those we love, and for all who have asked 
for our prayers 
Whether they be prayers for healing, prayers for peace, prayers for 
comfort:  
 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 

You command us to bring to you our deepest desires, O God, 
and we pray now for those persons and concerns  
that lie on our hearts, spoken aloud or in silence. . . .  
[A time of silence is kept.] 
 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
  
Trusting in your abundant mercy, O God,  
we commend into your care all for whom we pray, 
and our own lives;  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior, who taught us to pray….  Our 
Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 

come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever.  
AMEN. 
 

BLESSING AND CHARGE 
The word of God assures us: 
What we will be has not yet been revealed.   
Live, therefore, in hope: 
share your joy, 
withhold your anger, 
shed your disappointments, 
turn to all people with gentleness.  
And let all you do be done in love, for it is in love that all things are 
perfected. 
Love God, love others.  It’s really that simple.  And it’s really that 
complicated. 

 
Postlude 
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~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
THANK YOU to all those who help lead worship, and make our on-line 
worship possible:  Linda Ryan-Catt, David Fulling, Meredith Gentry, 
MaryAnn Catt, Mark Catt, and Charlie Catt.  And thank YOU for joining 

us.  
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• Morning Prayer each Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 10 am, 

Facebook Live. 

• April 20 – 5:00 pm Session meeting 

• April 21 – 6:00 pm Trustee meeting 

• One Great Hour of Sharing Offerings through the end of April 
 

Get the latest information on worship services, church activities, 
prayer requests, etc. by signing up to be on our e mail list.  Go to our 
website, www.firstprespalestine.com and scroll to the bottom to fill 
out the subscription form.  Or email the church office and we will 
add you to the list. 

 
First Presbyterian Church 

POB 132, 106 W. Market St. 
Palestine, IL  62451 

618-586-5321 
1stpresby.palestine@gmail.com 

 

Online giving links 
www.firstprespalestine.com and on 

the giving app 
Online giving lets you make supporting 
First Presbyterian Church simple.  You 

can set up a one-time gift, or a 
weekly/monthly offering.   

 

http://www.firstprespalestine.com/
mailto:1stpresby.palestine@gmail.com
http://www.firstprespalestine.com/

