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Order of Service 
August 2, 2020 

Ninth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
We are so glad you are able to join us in worship this morning – or whenever you are able to join 

us online. You will notice that this morning’s worship is a bit different – most of the music is 
instrumental.  As we ease back into in-person worship, we are searching for ways to make 

worship meaningful while attending to the safety of those with us in person. Thank you to Linda 
Ryan-Catt for providing our music of praise and prayer. And a big thank you to MaryAnn Catt for 

leading worship. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
GATHERING 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Call to Worship  (Psalm 17:1-7) 

 Hear a just cause, O LORD; attend to my cry;  give ear to my prayer from lips free of 
deceit. From you let my vindication come;  let your eyes see the right. If you try my heart, 
if you visit me by night,  if you test me, you will find no wickedness in me;  my mouth does 
not transgress. As for what others do, by the word of your lips I have avoided the ways of 
the violent. My steps have held fast to your paths;  my feet have not slipped. I call upon 
you, for you will answer me, O God;  incline your ear to me, hear my words. Wondrously 
show your steadfast love, O savior of those who seek refuge from their adversaries at your 
right hand. 

 
Prelude                                        “Majesty”               by Jack Hayford 

 
Majesty! Worship His Majesty! 

Unto Jesus be all glory, honor and praise. 
Majesty! Kingdom authority, 

Flow from His throne, unto His own, 
His anthem raise! 
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Invocation 
Great and loving God, we come today seeking you, longing to hear your voice 
of truth and peace.  We want to be a reflection of you, to have our words 
reflect your will, our actions to embody your work in the world.  We want our 
lives to be guided by your Living Word, the beloved Son you sent into the world 
for our sakes.  We come, seeking to hear your voice speaking truth, and ask 
that your Spirit open our hearts and minds to hear what you speak, and to act 
in ways that honor and praise you.  In the name of Jesus, Savior, Redeemer, 
and lover of souls, AMEN. 

 
Call to Confession   (Psalm 145:8-9)  

The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. The Lord is good to all, and the Lord’s compassion is 
over all creation. Confident of this promise, we come before God and 
one another to confess our sins, repent and seek God’s forgiveness. 

 
Prayer of Confession  (unison) 

Lord of abundance and compassion, we confess that when we see 
the overwhelming needs of your beloved world, we want to turn 
away, seek our own security and retreat from the chaos all around 
us. Forgive us for failing to heed Jesus’ command to provide for the 
crowds. Forgive us for hoarding what we have instead of willingly 
offering it to you that it might be blessed, multiplied and used to 
sustain everyone. We know that you are present in seemingly 
desolate places, meeting us in our doubts, using even our failings and 
mistakes for your purposes. In your abounding, steadfast love, grant 
us mercy and make of us a merciful, gracious and faithful people. 
Amen. 
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Assurance of Pardon  (Psalm 145:17-18)  

The Lord is just in all ways, and kind in all that God does. God is near to all who 
call on the Lord, to all who call on the Lord in truth. Friends, having called on 
the Lord in truth, we can trust that God is near, just and kind. Believe the good 
news, in Jesus Christ we are forgiven!     

 
 

Song of Thanksgiving    “There is Grace” by J. Metzger 

 
THE WORD 

 
Scripture   Job 38:7, Rev. 5:13 

 
Sermon      MaryAnn Catt and Linda Ryan-Catt 

 

“How Great Thou Art”  
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

Consider all the *worlds thy hands have made, 
I see the stars, I hear the *rolling thunder, 

Thy power throughout the universe displayed: 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee: 
How great thou art! How great thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee: 
How great thou art! How great thou art! 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander 
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees, 

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze: 

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 

That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
He bled and died to take away my sin. 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then *I shall bow in humble adoration, 
And there proclaim, My God, how great thou art! 
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“Meditation” from Thais with “Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 

Savior, like a shepherd lead us 
Much we need Thy tender care 
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us 

For our use Thy folds prepare 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus 

Thou hast bought us, Thine we are 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus 

Thou hast bought us, Thine we are 
 

We are Thine, who Thou befriend us 
Be the guardian of our way 

Keep Thy flock from sin defend us 
Seek us when we go astray 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus 

Hear Thy children when we pray 
Blessed Jesus, oh blessed Jesus 

Hear Thy children when we pray 
 

“Jesus Loves Me” with a nod to Claude Debussy’s “Clair de Lune” 

Jesus loves me, this I know 
For the Bible tells me so 
Little ones to Him belong 

They are weak, but He is strong 
 

Yes, Jesus loves me 
Yes, Jesus loves me 
Yes, Jesus loves me 

The Bible tells me so 
 

 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 
Call for the Offering  
 

No matter how small the gift, how meager our offering feels in the face of such 
large needs, Jesus receives it with gladness, blesses it, multiplies it and asks us 
to help distribute it to those who are hungry, weary and hurting. This is the 
time when we are given the unspeakable joy of participating in God’s 
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miraculous, abundant grace. Let us worship God by returning a portion of that 
which has been generously given to us. Consider your gift to God’s work in this 
place, and give thanks. 

 
How to Give:  you can go directly to our website and use our online giving 
platform to set up a one-time or recurring gift; you can mail your offering 
directly to the church (POB 132, Palestine IL  62451), or you can drop your tithes 
and offerings at the church office, Mon – Thurs, 10 am – 2 pm. 

 
Prayer of Dedication  

Lord, we look in awe at the extent of your compassion, the unbounded care 
you give to all the earth. We rejoice that when we give you whatever we have, 
you accept it, give God thanks for it, expand its power to provide and allow us 
to witness the miracles of mercy that ensue as a result. We pray that you would 
take these very offerings and do with them what you did in that desolate place 
so long ago, feed people, nurture people, grant relief and give those who are 
hurting hope and assurance that they are seen and beloved. Amen.. 

 
Song of Thanksgiving    

 

Joys and Concerns of our Life Together: 
 
 Call to Prayer      “Give Them All to Jesus” by Benson/Johnson 

 

Prayers of the people and the Lord’s Prayer (debts & debtors) 
God of abundant compassion and extravagant love, we join our hearts and 
voices in prayer to you, trusting your promise to hear and respond, not as we 
deserve, but as your mercy dictates. When we look within ourselves, we are 
chastened by the many ways we fall short of delighting in your law. We heed 
the advice of the wicked without even recognizing we are neglecting your 
commandments. We hurt those closest to us, injure those whom you call us to 
be compassionate toward and dread the consequences of our own behavior. 
And yet, it is in those dark, lonely places that you appear and bless us, make of 
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us new creations and reshape us for your divine purposes. We praise you for 
your unwillingness to let us go and we cling to you now as we wrestle with the 
chaos within and around us. We rejoice that you are present right here in this 
place. 
 
God of all mercy, hear our cries to you. 
 
God of bread and fish, hillsides and healing, we come to you like the crowds, in 
need of relief, fearful we do not have enough, eager to see Jesus face to face. 
We heed his instruction to sit and we cannot believe that the Savior of the 
world serves us and refuses to send us away. Having been satisfied with the 
bread of heaven, we ask to be a part of distributing the mercy, grace and 
justice of our Lord. We know we have been blessed in order to be a blessing to 
others. In that recognition we remember those in our midst who are hungry. As 
this pandemic continues and many wrestle with unemployment or 
underemployment or dangerous employment, grant security in all its forms to 
those most anxious about their well-being and that of those they love. We 
know that all around us your beloved children long for healing in body, mind or 
spirit. We know you see them with compassion and want for them abundant 
life. May we be conduits for Christ’s power, embodying your love to all.  
 
God of all mercy, hear our cries to you. 
 
God of blessing and sending, we cannot count all the ways you come to us and 
give us that which we need. We revel in the beauty of creation. We relish the 
care of friends and family. We enjoy the taste of food, the voice of a loved one, 
the familiar melodies of hymns and the everyday mercies that are new every 
morning. As we sing our praise and express our thanks, we ask you to empower 
us to participate in your compassionate care for all the earth and every 
creature upon it. We pray in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, who taught us 
to say when we pray, Our Father... 
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Song of Prayer and Meditation - (Please hum or sing softly into your mask if you are 

present here at church, but sing with fervor if you are at home!)     
  

        

Hymn Medley 

 

“Love Lifted Me” 
I was sinking deep in sin 

Far from the peaceful shore 
Very deeply stained within 

Sinking to rise no more 
But the Master of the sea 
Heard my despairing cry 

From the waters lifted me 
Now safe am I 

Love lifted me! 

Love lifted me! 

When nothing else could help 

Love lifted me! 

Love lifted me! 

Love lifted me! 

When nothing else could help 

Love lifted me! 

“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” 

What a fellowship, what a joy divine 

Leaning on the everlasting arms 

What a blessedness, what a peace is mine 

Leaning on the everlasting arms 

Leaning, leaning 

Safe and secure from all alarms 
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Leaning, leaning 

Leaning on the everlasting arms 

“Amazing Grace” 

Amazing grace, How sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost, but now I am found, 

Was blind, but now I see. 

 

“When the Roll Is Called Up Yonder” 
When the trumpet of the Lord shall sound, and time shall be no more, 

And the morning breaks, eternal, bright and fair 
When the saved of earth shall gather over on the other shore, 

And the roll is called up yonder, I?ll be there 

When the roll, is called up yon-der, 

When the roll, is called up yon-der, 

When the roll, is called up yon-der, 

When the roll is called up yonder I’ll be there. 

Charge and benediction (1 Thessalonians 5:23-24)  

 

Go out into the world in peace. Have courage! Hold fast to what is good. Return 
no one evil for evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the 
suffering. Honor all people. Love and serve the Lord your God, rejoicing in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your 
whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 

 
Postlude 
 

© Presbyterian Outlook, 2020. Liturgy written by Jill Duffield and provided for free distribution. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 



 
 

9 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• Morning Prayer will resume on Wednesday, August 5, at 10 am, and will be 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings.  Friday Morning Bible Study will 
resume on Friday August 7 at 10:30 am.  We will begin working our way 
through the gospel of Luke. 

 

• Get the latest information on worship services, church activities, etc. by 
signing up to be on our e mail list.  Go to our website, 
www.firstprespalestine.com and scroll to the bottom to fill out the 
subscription form. 

Online giving links 
www.firstprespalestine.com  and on the giving app 

Online giving lets you make supporting First 
Presbyterian Church simple.  You can set up a one-

time gift, or a weekly/monthly offering.   
 

http://www.firstprespalestine.com/
http://www.firstprespalestine.com/

