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Wednesday, March 18, 2020 

 

Beloved Friends: 

“May the grace and peace of God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.” 

These opening words from Paul’s letter to the Philippians sum up my prayers for you today 

and every day.  We are living in a time with the grace and peace of God may be more 

difficult to experience, yet more necessary for our well-being. 

This letter is much longer than I would like, but contains some important information, so I 

encourage you to read all of it.   

Last night the Session made the difficult decision to follow the latest guidelines from the 

Center for Disease Control and the White House and suspend regularly scheduled activities 

at First Presbyterian Church until (at least) the local schools are back in session.  This does 

not mean that all activities of the church are cancelled but it does affect weekly worship.  

Weekly worship is not cancelled – but it will be different. 

Please know that this decision was not reached quickly or without significant discussion 

about how this will affect our ongoing life together and the potential repercussions of this 

move.  But we came to a consensus decision that we know is an imperfect solution to an 

evolving issue. Our concerns revolve around how best to offer a place of comfort and 

sanctuary in a time when those things are difficult to come by, and how even a short 

disruption of weekly in-person worship can and will affect church finances.  

The health and well-being of all of us is a primary concern – and most especially the most 

vulnerable among us.  Many of our church family have underlying medical conditions and 

given what we do know at this point about the transmission rates and potential for long 

term effects, we want to be both faithful and responsible.  This is new territory for us.  We 

will make mistakes and ask that we continue to be gentle with one another. 

To address the financial issues, we hope that you will continue to support the church 

financially as you are able.  Our online giving platform is fairly easy to use, and I will post 

information about accessing that at the end of this letter.  You can also contact your bank 

about auto pay from your account or mail your tithes and offerings directly to the church.   

Some of the ways we plan to continue to “gather” even if we can’t be in the same room 

together include: 

- Each Sunday morning at 10:30 am, we will broadcast on our Facebook page a 

shorter, slightly different worship service.  If you don’t have Facebook, you can still 
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access our public page.  You can find instructions for doing that at the end of this 

letter; 

- Each Friday morning at 10:30 am, I plan to broadcast a Bible Study and short 

devotional/prayer time on our Facebook page, as well as set up a Zoom meeting.  

The interactive nature of Facebook and Zoom will give us the opportunity to share 

prayer requests in real time. I will post information about Zoom meetings at the end 

of this letter; 

- We will have regular updates to our schedule and opportunities to interact on our 

web page, our Facebook page, and by e mail.  If you are not currently signed up to 

receive our e mail updates weekly, you can find instructions for doing that at the end 

of this letter; 

- We will continue to look for and try out ways of engaging one another until such 

time that we can gather together “all in one place,” which we can hopefully do by 

Pentecost. 

For those of you who are not comfortable joining us online, we are also working to find 

ways to engage you in worshipful things that are not online.  If you have ideas of ways that 

would be helpful to you, please let me know.  Currently,  I am working on a weekly Bible 

Study that could be e mailed and mailed via the postal service.  You can let me know if you 

are interested by calling or texting me.  I’ll add my cell phone and e mail information to the 

end of this letter. 

Our Administrative Assistant, Meredith, will continue to work her regular schedule, so our 

church office will be open Monday through Thursday, from 10 am until 2 pm, if you have 

questions, or need help with anything.  I’m also available to provide some limited “tech 

support” to help with questions.   

And – as the apostle Paul said to his church, I continue to thank God upon every thought of 

you.  Paul’s churches met in small groups in homes, as they could and when they could.  

Paul himself wrote those words from the isolation of prison.  We do not have to be in the 

same room at the same time in order to be the body of Christ in the world. Even when we 

do not “go” to church, we can still “be” the church, loving God and loving others, despite 

the circumstances in which we find ourselves. 

Over the next weeks, I hope you’ll join me on Friday mornings as we work our way through 

Paul’s letter to the Philippians and pray together.  And I hope you will continue to worship 

with us on Sunday mornings. 

Peace and blessings, 

 

Pastor Karen 
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Helpful Information 
Church Contact Information 

POB 132 

Palestine, IL  62451 

Phone:  618-586-5321 

E mail:  1stpresby.palestine@gmail.com 

 

Pastor Karen Contact Information 

Cell phone (call or text): 618-562-0367 

E mail:  karen1stpresby@gmail.com 

 
Accessing the church website: 

Go to https://www.firstprespalestine.com/ 

The first page you will see is a cover page – to get to the Home page, click on the button 

“return to homepage.”  Bulletins and other documents can be opened by clicking on the 

title.  You can subscribe to our e mail list from the bottom of the homepage.  You can e mail 

the church office from the footer of any of the pages.  You can access our Facebook Page 

from the link on the left side of the homepage. 

 

Accessing First Presbyterian Facebook Page: 

Go to https://www.facebook.com/1stPresbyChurch/   

OR – click the link on the left side of the church website 

When asked if you want to log in or set up an account click on “not now” 

You should be able to scroll through our page and get to the live feed. 

 

Accessing our Online Giving Platform: 

Go to our website (see above) and go to our home page 

Click on the green “give now” button in the upper right corner 
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