
 
 

Order of Service 
November 29, 2020 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
We are so glad you are able to join us in worship this morning – or whenever you are able to 
join us online. We invite you to become part of our community by visiting our web page and 
signing up to be part of our email list, visiting our Facebook page, or joining our Zoom Bible 
Study and other events. Even as we worship in new ways, we know that God is present in all 
times and places, and hears the praise when we lift up our hearts.  God’s peace be with you. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

GATHERING 
Gathering Music 
 

Welcome and Announcements 

Call to Worship and Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 (Isaiah 64:1-4) 
Isaiah the Prophet cried out to God, I wish you would open the heavens that 
separate us and come down, making the mountains quake because you are 
here. Make your name known to all who are against you. Make the nations 
tremble because of your presence. 
You came before and did awesome deeds that we did not expect; you made 
our world shake at the sight of you. In all the history of the world, no ears 
have heard and no eyes have seen any God other than you. 
You work for those who wait for you. 
We wait and hope, as we light this candle. 
Loving God, come shine your light in the world! 

O come, O come Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel that mourns  
in exile here until the Son of God appear. Rejoice, rejoice!  

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

Prelude 

Invocation 
Loving and mysterious God, we await your coming with impatient hearts.  Yet 
you tell us time and time again that you work in your time, not ours.  Calm 



 
 

our hearts; whisper your words of promise into our souls so that we might 
await your coming with the assurance and hope that comes only from you.  
Today send your spirit to open our hearts so that we might hear your Word 
in and through the words we speak and hear.  Amen. 

Call to Confession 

We know that we have sinned before God and others, yet we also 
know that if we confess our sin we can be restored to a right and just 
standing before God and others. Let us therefore confess our sin, 
trusting God’s promised mercy: 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 
O God, we confess our passivity, our lack of vigilance in discerning 
the possibilities that you open up for us to participate in your healing, 
restoring work in our world and in our own lives. We have succumbed 
to paralyzing fears. We have ignored and even resisted the prodding 
of your Spirit, nudging us out of self-absorption and inertia. Empower 
us by your Spirit to be attentive, discerning and ready partners in your 
cosmic restoration project. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon  
God’s mercy abounds. God’s grace goes before us, after us, 
through us — sometimes even unbeknownst to us, restoring us and 
empowering us for participation in God’s own work in the world. 
Friends, hear the good news of the gospel: we are forgiven and 
restored, set on right paths of justice and peace.  Friends, believe the good 
news and be at peace, in Jesus Christ we are forgiven!   Thanks be to God! 
Amen. 

 

Song of Thanksgiving  I Am A Child of God 
I am a child of God, I am a glimpse of God’s new creation. 

I am a child of God, I am a child of God. 
 

THE WORD 
Scripture          



 
 

 
Sermon      Rev. Karen Russell 
 

Song of Reflection                     Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
Come thou long-expected Jesus, born to set they people free. From our 

fears and sins release us – let us find our rest in thee. Israel’s strength and 
consolation, hope of all the earth thou art. Dear desire of every nation, joy 

of every longing heart. 
  

Call for the Offering  
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it. God has given to us many 
good gifts and calls us to respond. Let us now give in return. 
 
Your support of this church allows us to plan for the future – to think and 
plan and imagine what might be, even in as we struggle with what is.  Your 
gifts of time, talent, energy, imagination, money – these offerings combine to 
make us able to be the body of Christ on earth.  Imagine how you might give 
your energy to First Presbyterian Church in the coming year.  This week’s 
pastor letter asks everyone to consider not only financial support in this 
coming year, but to also consider giving an hour each week to supporting the 
work of this congregation:  through prayer, writing notes and letters, making 
phone calls, helping get out prayer requests… the options are as endless as 
the needs.    

 
How to Give:  you can go directly to our website and use our online giving platform to 
set up a one-time or recurring gift; you can mail your offering directly to the church (POB 
132, Palestine IL  62451), or you can drop your tithes and offerings at the church office, 
Mon – Thurs, 10 am – 2 pm. 

Song of Thanksgiving  O Come All Ye Faithful 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!  O come ye, O come ye to 

Bethlehem.  Come and adore him born the king of angels.  O come let us adore 
him; O come let us adore him. O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 



 
 

Prayer of Dedication  
O God, we offer our gifts to you that they may be used to further the 
promise of hope, peace, love and justice in our community and in our world. 
Empower us, O God, to follow these gifts into our community and world so 
that they, and we, become bearers of peace, love and justice on the earth. 
Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (debts & debtors)  

God of Advent, we stand at the threshold of this season, hopefully 
anticipating a birth in a stable in Bethlehem. We await his coming as 
the prince of peace and justice, the bearer of good news for all who 
are oppressed and the restorer of your intent for your world. As we 
wait on this first Sunday of Advent, help us also to ponder deeply his 
ultimate coming as our crucified and risen Lord to judge and to heal 
the brokenness of our world. 
 
Lord of all, hear your children praying. 
 
Help us to be vigilant in our waiting. Prod us to discern the 
commonwealth of God in our midst as it strains toward realization 
now. Empower us, as you empowered the psalmist, to call for your 
restoration of our world, our country and our lives and to participate 
in that work. We are like your people of old, wandering in a 
wilderness, longing for your glory to shine as a light in our darkness. 
 
Lord of all, hear your children praying. 
 
Make your face shine in our midst once more and deliver us from all 
that threatens us. With the prophet Isaiah, we, too, implore you to 
“tear open the heavens” and come down to do “awesome deeds” in 
our midst — deeds of liberation for those in bondage and of hope 
for those in exile. Help us to recognize, with the apostle Paul, the 
abundance of your gifts that have been given to us for the good of 
the whole community — and empower us to place them in service 
of the common good. And may the evangelist Mark embolden us for 



 
 

vigilant waiting and watching so that we may leap in and participate 
at points where your future is crashing into our present time. Prompt 
us, arouse us to discern and act at those places where your love and 
justice are breaking forth in our lives and communities. 
 
Lord of all, hear your children praying. 
 
Indeed, during these tumultuous days of racial, political and social 
reckoning, help us to overcome paralyzing fear in our personal 
lives, in our communities and in our world. Calm the fear in us. 
Animate courage in us. Make us brave in confronting realities that 
deform and deface your world, so that we may participate in your 
reconciling work in our midst. 
 
Lord of all, hear your children praying. 
 
And we pray for the world of nations, especially for those places 
where violence is wreaking havoc upon human lives and the life 
of your creation. We pray for countries dealing with devastation 
caused by hurricanes, wildfires and other natural disasters. We pray 
for those in our own country who have lost jobs, revenue, healthcare 
and loved ones during this relentless pandemic. Help us to serve as 
agents of your love and care to those in our midst who are suffering. 
And we pray for wise discernment by our nation’s leadership as they 
negotiate ways in which to aid those most afflicted. 
 
Lord of all, hear your children praying. 
 

We pray for all those names we have lifted up to you.  We pray for those names 
written on our hearts.  Heal those who are sick in body and mind.  Comfort those 
who mourn.  Grant peace to the anxious, grace to those who suffer.  We prayer all 
these things in the name of Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray saying, Our Father… 

 

Charge Wake up! Stay alert! 



 
 

God’s future is breaking into our present lives. 
Be vigilant! Be discerning! 
And ready to jump in at those places where God’s future is straining 
toward realization now. 
Fear not, for God’s Spirit will empower us to participate in that future. 
Lift up the broken hearted, 
Stand with the oppressed, 

And let all that you do be out of love, for love is the command of God.  It is 
that simple. And it is that complicated. Amen. 
 

Blessing  
Love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; and the 
blessing of almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you and remain with you always. 
 

Postlude 
 

© Presbyterian Outlook, 2020. Liturgy adapted from material written by Jill Duffield and provided for free distribution. For more 
resources visit:  pres-outlook.org. 

 
 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
THANK YOU to all those who help lead worship, and make our on-line worship 
possible:  Linda Ryan-Catt, David Fulling, Meredith Gentry, MaryAnn Catt, Mark 

Catt, and Charlie Catt.  And thank YOU for joining us.  
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Online giving links 
www.firstprespalestine.com and on the giving app 

Online giving lets you make supporting First 
Presbyterian Church simple.  You can set up a one-

time gift, or a weekly/monthly offering.   
 

http://www.firstprespalestine.com/


 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Morning Prayer each Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 10 am, Facebook Live.    

• Friday Morning Bible Study is taking a short break, but we will return soon.     

 

Get the latest information on worship services, church activities, 
prayer requests, etc. by signing up to be on our email list.  Go to our 

website, www.firstprespalestine.com and scroll to the bottom to fill out the 
subscription form.  Or email the church office and we will add you to the list. 

 
First Presbyterian Church 

POB 132, 106 W. Market St. 
Palestine, IL  62451 

618-586-5321 
1stpresby.palestine@gmail.com 

http://www.firstprespalestine.com/

